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HONORING THE WORK OF MICHAEL 
WERNER 

HON. SUZAN K. DelBENE 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 15, 2014 

Ms. DELBENE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Michael Werner, who was recently se-
lected as the first Innovative Teacher of the 
Year by the Center of Excellence for Aero-
space and Advanced Manufacturing for his ex-
traordinary work at Granite Falls High School. 

Since Mr. Werner began teaching at Granite 
Falls in 2007, he has been a pioneer for its 
STEM education programs. In addition to the 
classes he teaches, Mr. Werner has created 
an excellent manufacturing program for his 
students from the ground up. 

Mr. Werner’s teaching engages students by 
pushing them to apply materials learned in 
class to real-world projects and challenges. 
His dedication to preparing his students is im-
portant for the future of Washington state’s 
skilled workforce and manufacturing industries. 
Mr. Werner plans on introducing similar 
hands-on technical education in elementary 
schools to encourage an interest for engineer-
ing in our youngest students. 

In 2009, Mr. Werner began the Eco Car pro-
gram at Granite Falls High School. The pro-
gram challenges students to design and build 
extremely fuel-efficient cars for the Shell Eco- 
Marathon Americas competition. As a strong 
advocate for female participation in the histori-
cally male-dominated manufacturing and engi-
neering fields, Mr. Werner has created an all- 
girls team, ShopGirls, to compete in the com-
petition, as well as a coed team, UrbanAutos. 

I want to congratulate Michael Werner on 
his well-earned achievement, and I thank him 
for his commitment to building a better future 
for the students of Granite Falls High School. 
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SALUTING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF ALPENFEST IN GAY-
LORD, MI 

HON. DAN BENISHEK 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 15, 2014 

Mr. BENISHEK. Mr. Speaker, I wish to sa-
lute the city of Gaylord, Michigan, on the occa-
sion of the 50th Alpenfest this year. Since 
1964, the Alpenfest has celebrated the city of 
Gaylord, its connection with the particle board 
industry, and the heritage of many of the re-
gion’s residents. 

The first Alpenfest (then called the Alpine 
Festival) was formulated in 1964, with the im-
minent location of a U.S. Plywood particle 
board plant in 1965. To celebrate this occa-
sion, as well as complete a goal of estab-
lishing an alpine look for Gaylord, the inau-
gural festival was set for July 5 through July 
10 of 1965. The festival was a great success 

despite no dedicated source of funding and 
the need to dress the town and the residents 
with alpine garb to complete the aesthetic for 
the festival. 

The Chamber of Commerce, along with 
many local businesses, civic associations, and 
citizens help to make this event possible every 
year. In addition to the transformation of Main 
Street in Gaylord, numerous activities are en-
joyed by all during the week, including the 
Alpenstrausse arts and crafts market, a car-
nival, the crowning of the Alpenfest queen, ac-
tivities for children, and the ‘‘World’s Largest 
Coffee Break.’’ This festival is one of the high-
lights of summer in Otsego County and North-
ern Michigan as a whole. 

As a final note, I wish to invite all Members 
of this body and all Americans to come to 
Northern Michigan and experience the natural 
beauty, great events such as Alpenfest, and 
friendly hospitality that make my home state 
one of the best places in the country to visit. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF GERMANY’S 
WORLD CUP VICTORY 

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 15, 2014 

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate our friends in Germany on an in-
credible victory in the World Cup final on Sun-
day. As Co-Chair of the German-American 
Caucus, I watched the game with great inter-
est. It was a truly deserved victory for the Ger-
many team in what has been an excellent 
tournament. 

I am certain that many Americans were as 
thrilled as I was by Germany’s outstanding 
performance in Brazil. Our two countries share 
important political, economic, and cultural 
links, with roughly 50 million Americans report-
ing some level of German ancestry. Hundreds 
of Americans have worked in the German 
Bundestag through the International Par-
liamentary Scholarship, and thousands of Ger-
mans and Americans have forged closer rela-
tionships through the Congress-Bundestag ex-
change program. No matter what challenges 
we have in the transatlantic relationship, im-
portant connections such as these will ensure 
that our great relationship continues for years 
to come. 

So, congratulations Germany! (‘‘herzlichen 
Glückwunsch Deutschland!’’). And I look for-
ward to the day when the United States and 
Germany meet in the World Cup finals. 

HONORING THE LAKE COUNTY 
CHAPTER OF THE LEAGUE OF 
UNITED LATIN AMERICAN CITI-
ZENS AND THE YOUTH COUNCIL 
FOR THEIR OUTSTANDING COM-
MITMENT TO THEIR LOCAL COM-
MUNITY 

HON. BRADLEY S. SCHNEIDER 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 15, 2014 

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, I am proud 
to rise today to honor the Lake County Chap-
ter of the League of United Latin American 
Citizens (LULAC). In particular, I would like to 
recognize the LULAC Lake County Youth 
Council for its efforts to mobilize fellow mem-
bers of the Waukegan community to clean up 
their streets. 

For more than 80 years, LULAC has helped 
enhance economic and educational opportuni-
ties for the U.S.’s Hispanic population, em-
powering Hispanic-Americans to become more 
active and influential citizens. LULAC ad-
vances these efforts by harnessing the pas-
sions of community leaders, who establish 
local chapters, such as LULAC Lake County in 
my district. 

In June, I had the privilege of joining mem-
bers of the LULAC Lake County Youth Council 
for a Day of Service in Waukegan. As a part 
of the ‘‘Operation Clean Up Waukegan’’ initia-
tive, the 11 youth members on the Council re-
cruited more than 50 volunteers from the 
Waukegan community to help clear brush and 
garbage from an overridden city alley, as well 
as paint over gang graffiti on a family’s ga-
rage. 

The enthusiasm and commitment to service 
displayed by the Youth Council members is 
truly an inspiration. I am so proud to see our 
youth taking an active role in their community, 
engaging their friends and neighbors in the ef-
fort to restore the damaged and neglected 
areas of their hometown. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE ARNOLD 
PALMER MEDICAL CENTER 

HON. DANIEL WEBSTER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 15, 2014 

Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, Ar-
nold Palmer Medical Center in Orlando, Flor-
ida has, once again, been recognized as one 
of the best children’s hospitals in the country 
by U.S. News & World Report. Arnold Palmer 
Medical Center, comprised of Arnold Palmer 
Hospital for Children and Winnie Palmer Hos-
pital for Women & Babies, was ranked by U.S. 
News & World Report in eight different spe-
cialties this year—the most they have ever re-
ceived. 

In 2007, U.S. News introduced the Best 
Children’s Hospitals rankings in order to help 
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